[image: image1.png]Statistiska centralbyran
Statistics Sweden





C:\Documents and Settings\scbodel\Skrivbord\Produktbeskrivning_short_English_UF0506_20040101r.doc
Ver 2004-08-17 12:22




   1

The Swedish Register of Education
The population’s level of education has become an increasingly important factor, as the technological and internationalised society of today makes greater demand upon people’s knowledge. Educational background is also one of the strongest components in the concept ”social background”.

Since the level of education shows considerable variations between different regions, both governmental and local authorities are interested in these data, and use them actively in their planning. 

Background
The Swedish Register of Education was established in 1985 at the request of the Government. Earlier registers of the population’s  level of education had been produced in the 1930 and 1970 censuses. Besides, data about education had also been collected in different surveys, e.g. the Labour Force Survey and the Survey of Living Conditions.

The first version of the Register of Education refers to 1985. Since then the register is updated once a year.

Contents of the register
The Swedish Register of Education can roughly be described as consisting of a base of graduation- and educational background-data from the 1990/1970 censuses, each year updated with graduation/examination-data from regular educational institutions in Sweden such as primary and secondary schools, universities etc.

The register comprises the population 16-74 years old registered as resident in Sweden at 1 January each year. 1 Jan 2004 that meant some 6,5 million inhabitants.

The register contains an essential core of demographic and education data in addition to the Personal Identification Number, necessary as a linking key in building and updating the register, 

The main demographic variables are:

· Age

· Sex

· Municipality of residence

· Country of birth

The main variables concerning education are:

· Highest education 

· Completion year

Collection of data

The Register of Education is updated once a year. A new version of the register is usually available in April, e.g. around four months after the time of reference (1 January).

For demographic variables, data from current Total Population Register (TPR) are used.

Data on education are collected from a number of statistical registers kept at Statistics Sweden as well as external sources. 

The most important sources are the register of graduated from higher education and the registers of school-leavers from compulsory and from upper secondary school. These registers are continuously updated with data reported by all primary and secondary schools, universities etc.

Data from the 1990 census still constitute an important part of the information in the register. 

In 1995 and 1999 special surveys ”Education completed abroad” were carried out, including persons aged 20-59 born in other countries than Sweden, where data on attained education was missing. The purpose of the study was to improve the statistics on  education completed abroad. Since 2000, an annual questionnaire is carried out on newly-immigrated foreign-born persons, who are missing information on education in the Register of Education.

As mentioned above education completed outside Sweden constitute a problem. Staff training is another exampel of educational activities not reported to Statistics Sweden and are therefore missing in the register. 

Method of production

To construct and update the register, all known data on completed education are assembled together into a comprehensive file. The sources usually give more than one completed education for each person. 

The first comprehensive file (1985) was established by data from the 1970 census plus information on education completed in Sweden during 1970 and 1985 from other source registers. Since then, the file is not built up from scratch every year, but updated with educational activities in Sweden during the last school year and also updated with data from other sources, e.g. the survey on ”Education completed abroad”, mentioned above or e.g. stockdata from The National Board of Health.

When all data is assembled together in the comprehensive file, a special procedure compares the education activities for each person, and marks out the one with the highest level.

When this is done, data on highest education from the comprehensive file is matched to the actual population 16-74 years of age, living in Sweden at 1 January. For this purpose, the Total Population Register (TPR) is used. This register gives the correct population, together with the demographic data that are to be included in the register of highest education (place of residence, country of birth etc.).

Dissemination

A new version of the Register of Education is normally published in April each year. At that time data are put into the Statistical Databases of Sweden (SSD), which are free of charge and open for the public and available in an English version.

SSD can be reached via the website of Statistics Sweden, (http:\\www.scb.se). 

For analysis on regional level special tables are produced. These tables can be ordered for counties, municipalities or even smaller areas.

Data on highest education are delivered to international organisations (Eurostat, Unesco, OECD.)

Data are also used by other producers of statistics when needed - educational background is an important variable wanted in many contexts. For example is highest education a variable in the Employment Register. Also, the Labour Force Survey now uses data on education from the register.

Important changes since 1985

1990:

Educational data from the Population and Housing Census (FoB) 1990 was used to update the Register of Education in the 1990 version and has improved the quality considerably. 

We urge extra care being taken when comparing previous versions of the register, dated from 1985 to 1989, with versions dated from 1990 and onwards, because of the later versions better quality.

2000:

The 2000-version the Register of Education has undergone extensive quality improvements. This has led to a break in the time series and means that comparisons with versions before 2000 and version from 2000 onwards must be done with great care.

1) SUN, the Swedish Educational Terminology, was adapted to the international terminology ISCED 97 (International Standard Classification of Education) with the new SUN 2000. 

(On Statistics Sweden's website, there is a description of SUN 2000 in English, http://www.scb.se/statistik/UF/UF0506/SUN2000English%20version.doc )
2) A number of new data sources were added to UREG. 

The most important new sources are:

( "Total higher education approved points from 1993 onwards from the Higher Education    Register" (not necessarily completed tertiary education)

( "Total Adult Education approved points from 1988 onwards"  (not necessarily completed       upper secondary education)

( "Foreign educational programmes which are evaluated by the National  Agency for Higher Education"

( "The National Board of Health's register of healthcare and medical staff"

SUN 2000 - the Swedish Standard Classification of Education

The Swedish Educational Terminology, SUN 2000, is a standard for the classification of certain educational programmes, as well as providing a system for the aggregation of educational programmes into larger groups. SUN 2000 is used for the central registers for official statistics, such as Statistics Sweden's register on the educational attainment of the population, The Swedish Register of Education, as well as for specific surveys. The standard is also used by most enterprises and organisations to register the staff’s education in their administrative systems.

Revision of SUN >> SUN 2000

The old standard SUN has undergone a much-needed revision. The new version SUN 2000 applies as the national standard for educational classification from July 2000.
The revision had two main purposes:

· To adapt the Swedish standard to the revised international standard for classification of education (ISCED 97).

· To create a more clearly organised and more user-friendly system for classifying education.

(On Statistics Sweden's website, there is a description of SUN 2000, http://www.scb.se/statistik/UF/UF0506/SUN2000English%20version.doc )
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