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Women’s wages/salaries as percent of men’s  
by sector 1997–2006

Year	 Municipalities	 County councils
	 Unweighted	 Weighted	 Unweighted	 Weighted

1997	 88	 98	 71	 94
1998	 89	 98	 71	 93
1999	 90	 98	 71	 93
2000	 90	 98	 71	 93
2001	 90	 99	 71	 92
2002	 90	 98	 71	 92
2003	 91	 98	 71	 93
2004	 91	 98	 71	 94
2005	 92	 99	 71	 93
2006	 92	 98	 72	 93

Year	 Central government	 Private
	 Unweighted	 Weighted	 Unweighted	 Weighted

1997	 83	 92	 84	 91
1998	 84	 92	 83	 90
1999	 84	 92	 84	 90
2000	 84	 92	 84	 90
2001	 84	 92	 84	 90
2002	 84	 92	 85	 90
2003	 85	 92	 85	 90
2004	 85	 93	 85	 91
2005	 86	 92	 85	 91
2006	 87	 93	 86	 91

Year	 Total
	 Unweighted	 Weighted	

1997	 83	 92
1998	 82	 91	
1999	 83	 92
2000	 82	 92	
2001	 82	 92
2002	 83	 92	
2003	 84	 92
2004	 83	 92	
2005	 84	 92
2006	 84	 92	

Weighted1 and unweighted full-time salaries

Source: Wage and salary structures, National Mediation Office

1 Weighted values take into account the 
differences between women and men  
in age, educational background, full-time/
part-time, sector and occupational group.
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Weighted1 and unweighted full-time salaries

Income earners aged 20 years and over by income 
group 2006
Total earned income, SEK thousands
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In 2007, 90 700 women and 89 800 aged 20 and older did not have 
a total earned income.     
In the same age group, 30 700 women and 138 700 men had a 
total earned income of over SEK 600 000.

Income

Earned income is the taxable income excluding income on capital.
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Total earned income for those aged 20 years  
and above by age 2006
Median income in SEK thousands

	

Note that the graph does not show income changes over the lifecycle, but the median income of 
individuals in a specific age group in 2006.

Earned income is the taxable income excluding income on capital.
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Family unit	 Median income

Cohabiting	
	 without children	 241
	 with children	 170
		  of which 1 child	 185
		  2 children	 170
		  at least 3 children	 141

Single women	
	 without children	 154
	 with children	 119
		  of which 1 child	 124
		  at least 2 children	 115

Single men	
	 without children	 167
	 with children	 150
		  of which 1 child	 158

1 Consumption units are calculated taking into account scale benefits.  
This is to enable comparisons of economic standards between different types of household..
2 The age is that of the person chosen for the survey. 

Disposable income per consumption unit1 for families  
of persons aged 20–642 years by type of family 2006
Median income in SEK thousands

Source: Households finances, Statistics Sweden



Statistics Sweden84 Women and Men in Sweden

Expenditure in SEK per person 2007
	 Women	 Men

Eating out	 1 880	 2 170
Alcoholic drinks	 150	 260
Tobacco	 290	 530
Consumer goods1	 910	 220
Household services2	 1 750	 320

	 Women	 Men

Clothes and shoes	 6 970	 3 680
Health care	 2 460	 1 600
Transport	 840	 1 640
Leisure and cultural
activities	 2 410	 2 430

Source: Households´ finances, Statistics Sweden 

1 Consumer goods includes personal hygiene items, etc. 
2 Household services includes childcare, trade union fees, etc. 

Households receiving aid1) by type of household 2006
Number and percentage of all in each group2) 

Type of household	 Number of household	 Number of household
	 receiving aid	 receiving aid
	 with head of household	 /100 households2)

	 aged 18–64 år	 in the population

Single men	 88 400	 9
no children	 82 800	 9
with children	 5 600	 7
Single women	 82 800	 10
no children	 48 900	 7
with children	 33 900	 22
Cohabiting adults 3)	 37 800	 2
utan barn	 11 300	 1
med barn	 26 500	 3
All households receiving aid 4)	 209 100	 6
1) Including households receiving introductory compensation according to the law (1992:1068) on intro-
ductory compensation for refugees and certain other immigrants.
2) Number of households in the population is estimated. Source: LFS (Labour Force Survey)
3) Cohabiting adults, registered partnerships and married couples are included in this group.
4) Including unknown types of households.

Source: 1985: Social assistance, Statistics Sweden. 2004: Economic assistance, 	
Annual statistics, National Board of Health and Welfare
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Pensionable income 2006 for persons aged 20–64
Average income in SEK thousands
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Pensioners aged 65 and over, by type of pension 2006
Number, percentage and average sum

	 Number	 Percent	 SEK

Women 
Retirement pension	 188 100	 21	 81 000
Retirement+collective pension	 540 100	 61	 128 500
Retirement+private pension	 14 200	 2	 130 200
Retirement+private+collective pension	 139 600	 16	 176 300
Total	 882 000	 100	 134 800

Men 
Retirement pension	 78 500	 12	 109 600
Retirement+collective pension	 446 300	 66	 186 800
Retirement+private pension	 17 800	 3	 190 000
Retirement+private+collective pension	 135 800	 20	 280 000
Total	 678 400	 100	 196 600

Retirement pension = guarantee + income + premium + supplementary   

Source: Income and taxation register, Statistics Sweden

Source: National Social Insurance Agency
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Individuals aged 20–64 with private pension savings 
1984–2006

Average amount saved by individuals aged 20–64  
with private penson savings 1984–2006
SEK in 2006 prices
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Disposable income1 for single and cohabiting 
pensioners aged 65 and over by age 2006
Median income in SEK thousands and number of pensioners  
in thousands

Age	 SEK	 Number

	 Women	 Men	 Women	 Men

Single
65–69	 132	 154	 77	 55
70–74	 126	 129	 83	 43
75–79	 119	 126	 103	 48
80–84	 108	 116	 116	 27
85 years –	 118	 128	 109	 34
Total	 119	 130	 498	 214

Cohabiting
65–69	 111	 168	 139	 161
70–74	 94	 144	 95	 112
75–79	 85	 135	 69	 90
80–84	 78	 125	 41	 58
85 years –	 74	 133	 16	 33
Total	 96	 145	 360	 453
1  Household transfer payments such as housing benefit have been divided equally between cohabi-
tees (in same household). 

	
Source: Households´ finances, Statistics Sweden
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Violence and crime
Fear of violence and actual violence by age 2006–2007
Proportion (%) of age group 

	 Source: National Council for Crime Prevention
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Persons exposed to threat of violence 2006
Proportion (%) of all in group 
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Persons exposed to sexual crime 2006
Proportion (%) of all in group 
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National Council for Crime Prevention

Subjected to crimes at different scenes of crime 2006
Percent (%) of total number of events
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Police-reported assault 2007
Number of crimes in thousands that victim age 15 and above have 
been subjected to, relationship of victim and perpetrator, and place 
of crime.

Reported assault 1998–2007
Number of reported crimes against victims age 15 and above.

National Council for Crime Prevention
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	 Source: National Council for Crime Prevention

1  Individuals suspected with good reason for a crime when, after investigation, the prosecutor 
considers the suspicion to remain.

Women suspected1 of committing assault, by age and 
sex of victim 2007
Number and sex distribution

Age	 Number	 Sex 
		  distribution

	 W	 M	 W	 M
15–19	 503	 145	 78	 22
20–24	 134	 84	 61	 39
25–29	 77	 63	 55	 45
30–39	 126	 136	 48	 52
40–49	 130	 125	 51	 49
50–59	 51	 54	 49	 51
60–	 26	 15	 63	 37
Total	 1 047	 622	 63	 37

Men suspected1 of committing assault, by age and sex 
of victim 2007
Number and sex distribution

Age	 Number	 Sex 
		  distribution

	 W	 M	 W	 M
15–19	 565	 3 112	 15	 85
20–24	 612	 1 744	 26	 74
25–29	 584	 916	 39	 61
30–39	 1 134	 993	 53	 47
40–49	 1 105	 771	 59	 41
50–59	 507	 315	 62	 38
60–	 221	 113	 66	 34
Total	 4 728	 7 964	 37	 63
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Suspects1 in rape cases aged 15 years and over2, by 
the age of the attacker and location of crime 2007*
Number

Age	 Location of crime	

	 Inside	 Outside	 Total

	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M
15–19	 –	 63	 1	 20	 1	 83
20–24	 –	 104	 –	 28	 –	 132
25–29	 1	 98	 –	 19	 1	 117
30–39	 –	 123	 –	 22	 –	 145
40–49	 1	 69	 –	 13	 1	 82
50–59	 –	 39	 –	 5	 –	 44
60–	 –	 10	 –	 2	 –	 12
Total	 2	 506	 1	 109	 3	 615

1  Individuals suspected with good reason for a crime when, after  investigation, the prosecutor considers 
the suspicion to remain.

2 An individual may be suspected of several crimes during one calendar year. However the statistics 
record a suspected person only once per type of crime during the year, i.e. net reporting

*  According to the report ”Nationella trygghetsundersökningen 2007” (Rapport 2008:3), 17 percent of 
those who say they have been subjected to sexual violence reported the event.

Source: National Council for Crime Prevention
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Persons found guilty of crime under the  
Criminal Code 2006
Number and sex distribution (%)

Principal crime	 Number	 Sex distribution

		  Women	 Men	 Women	 Men

Offences against person	 1 478	 12 195	 11	 89
Against life and death	 1 070	 8 140	 12	 88
of which Assualt	 1 005	 7 782	 11	 89

Against liberty and peace	 376	 2 954	 11	 89
of which Unlawful threats	 128	 1 210	 10	 90

Sexual crimes	 12	 1 026	 1	 99
of which 	 Rape	 1	 226	 0	 100
	 Rape against children 1	 4 	 150	 3	 97

Offence against property	 10 186	 23 404	 30	 70

Theft, robbery, etc.	 8 705	 16 393	 35	 65
of which 	 Petty theft	 6 649	 7 856	 46	 54
	 Theft	 1 882	 6 233	 23	 77
	 Robbery 	 41	 762	 5	 95

Fraud		  390 	 780	 34	 66

Embezzlement	 232	 560	 29	 71

Damage to property	 293	 2 899	 9	 91

Crimes according to Road 

Traffic Offences Act 	 2 965	 23 916	 11	 89

Crimes according the Penal 

Law on Narcotics	 2 340	 11 592	 17	 83

Crimes against the public	 897	 1 323	 40	 60

Offences against the State	 515	 3 764	 12	 88

All crimes against the penal code	 13 076	 40 686	 24	 76
1  Incl. sexual abuse of children and sexual assault of children

Source: Persons found guilty of criminal offences, National Council for Crime Prevention
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	 0 previous crimes	 10 or more previous	
	 found guilty of	 crimes found guilty of
Year		  W	 M	 W	 M

1991		  11	 20	 85	 90
1992		  11	 19	 89	 90
1993		  10	 18	 90	 90
1994		  10	 18	 87	 89
1995		  12	 20	 90	 89
1996		  13	 20	 89	 89
1997		  12	 20	 88	 90
1998		  11	 20	 87	 88
1999		  12	 19	 91	 89
2000		  13	 21	 87	 90
2001		  13	 21	 88	 89

Source: National Council for Crime Prevention

Persons found guilty of crimes 1991-2001 who have 
again committed crimes within 3 years, by sex and 
number of previous crimes found guilty of
Percentage of persons
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Women
Men

Voting in parliamentary elections 1973–2006
Proportion (%) of those entitled to vote

Year	 Total	 First-time voter

	 Women	 Men	 Women	 Men
1973	 92	 92	 85	 87
1976	 94	 94	 90	 89
1979	 94	 93	 89	 86
1982	 93	 92	 91	 86
1985	 93	 92	 89	 88
1988	 87	 84	 77	 74
1991	 88	 86	 81	 80
1994	 88	 86	 85	 78
1998	 83	 82	 73	 75
2002	 81	 81	 73	 68
2006	 84	 82	 78	 74

Source: General elections, Statistics Sweden

47 %
2006
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Elected to Parliament by party, in September 2006
Number and sex distribution (%)

Party	 Number	 Sex 		
		  distribution

	 Women	 Men	 Women	 Men
Left Party	 14	 8	 64	 36
Green Party	 10	 9	 53	 47
Liberal Party	 14	 14	 50	 50
Social Democratic Party	 65	 65	 50	 50
Moderate Party	 42	 55	 43	 57
Center Party	 11	 18	 38	 62
Christian Democrats	 9	 15	 38	 63
Total	 165	 184	 47	 53

Source: General elections, Statistics Sweden

Source: General elections, Statistics Sweden

Elected to Parliament by age1, 1994, 1998, 2002 and 2006
Percentage distribution and number

Age	 1994	 1998	 2002	 2006
		  W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M

18–29		 7	 3	 4	 4	 4	 4	 5	 4
30–49		 45	 42	 38	 40	 46	 41	 47	 49
50–64		 47	 54	 55	 55	 48	 53	 46	 43
65–		  1	 1	 3	 3	 2	 2	 2	 4

Totalt, 	percent	 100	 100	 100	 100	 100	 100	 100	 100
	 number	 141	 208	 149	 200	 158	 191	 165	 184

1 Age refers to age on 31 Dec of each election year
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Nominated and elected candidates in general elections 
by country of birth 2006
Number and sex distribution (%)

Election	 Nominated	  Elected
Country of	 Number	 Sex	 Number	 Sex
birth		  distrib.		  distrib.
	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M

Parliament
Born in Sweden	 2 190	 2 950	 43	 57	 157	 175	 47	 53
Born abroad	 250	 360	 41	 59	 8	 9	 47	 53
Total	 2 440	 3 310	 42	 58	 165	 184	 47	 53

Municipal councils
Born in Sweden	 18 910	 27 690	 41	 59	 5 100	 7 090	 42	 58
Born abroad	 2 030	 2 420	 46	 54	 430	 460	 49	 51
Total	 20 940	 30 110	 41	 59	 5 530	 7 550	 42	 58

County councils
Born in Sweden	 4 770	 5 910	 45	 55	 730	 810	 47	 53
Born abroad	 540	 570	 49	 51	 62	 54	 53	 47
Total	 5 320	 6 490	 45	 55	 790	 870	 48	 52

Party chairpersons, in July 2008
Number

Party	 Women	 Men

Social Democratic Party	 1	 –
Centre Party	 1	 –
Liberal Party	 –	 1
Christian Democrats	 –	 1
Green Party	 1	 1
Moderate Party	 –	 1
Left Party	 –	 1

Total	 3	 5

Source: Swedish Parliament, Secretariat of the Chamber

Source: General elections, Statistics Sweden
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Parliamentary committees in 1973, 1985 and 2008
Sex distribution (%)

Committee	 1973	 1985	 2008
	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M

Labour Market 1	 20	 80	 27	 73	 49	 51
Housing 2	 13	 87	 20	 80	 47	 53
Finance	 7	 93	 20	 80	 44	 56
Defence	 7	 93	 20	 80	 51	 49
Justice	 33	 67	 27	 73	 56	 44
Constitution	 7	 93	 20	 80	 55	 45
Culture Affairs	 33	 67	 60	 40	 45	 55
Civil Law	 27	 73	 33	 67	 47	 53
Environmental 
and Agriculture	 13	 87	 20	 80	 48	 52
Industry	 –	 100	 20	 80	 44	 56
Taxation	 13	 87	 13	 87	 40	 60
Health and Welfare	 20	 80	 47	 53	 45	 55
Social Insurance	 20	 80	 60	 40	 55	 45
Traffic	 –	 100	 13	 87	 55	 45
Education 	 20	 80	 27	 73	 49	 51
Foreign Affairs	 7	 93	 27	 73	 40	 60

Total, 	 percent	 15	 85	 28	 72	 48	 52
	 number	 36	 204	 68	 172	 133	 138

Source: Swedish Parliament, Secretariat of the Chamber

Before 1996 each committee had between 12 and 17 members. 
Since 1996 each committee has had 17 members.

1 Previously Committee on Internal Affairs 1975/76
2 Previously Committee on Civil Affairs 1982/83
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Ordinary members1 of central and regional govern
mental lay boards 1988–2006
Sex distribution (%)

Year 2	 Central		  Regional 
		  of which 
		  chairpersons

	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M

1988	 28	 72	 ..	 ..	 15	 85
1990	 30	 70	 ..	 ..	 23	 77
1991	 31	 69	 11	 89	 26	 74
1993	 37	 63	 18	 82	 29	 71
1995	 42	 58	 32	 68	 34	 66
1997	 44	 56	 34	 66	 40	 60
1998	 44	 56	 34	 66	 40	 60
2000	 46	 54	 28	 72	 45	 55
2002	 47	 53	 37	 63	 50	 50
2004	 48	 52	 37	 63	 50	 50
2006	 47	 53	 36	 64
1  Including chairpersons but excluding staff representatives.
2  Refers to budget year up to 1993/94 and after that calendar year.

Source: Budget Proposition for 2008 (prop. 2007/08:1)

8 women and 13 men were County Governers in August 2008.

Top officials in government offices in 1973, 1985, 1998 
and March 2008
Sex distribution (%)

Position	 1973	 1985	 1998	 2008

	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M

Ministers	 11	 89	 25	 75	 50	 50	 45	 55
(incl. prime minister)
State Secretaries	 –	 100	 12	 88	 35	 65	 32	 68
(incl. cabinet sekreteraries)
Top administrators	 2	 98	 11	 89	 17	 83	 35	 65

Source: Office for Administrative Affairs
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Composition of committees in 1981, 1990 and 2007 
Sex distribution (%) and number

Function	 1981	 1990	 2007
	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M

Chairperson	 10	 90	 14	 86	 41	 61
Members	 21	 79	 34	 66	 44	 56
Specialists	 13	 87	 23	 77	 49	 51
Secretaries and 
others	 22	 78	 32	 68	 53	 47
Total, sex distribution					     48	 52
Total, number	 920	 4 780	 690	 1 960	 1 960	 2 140
Source: Committee Report		

Board members of governmental enterprises in  
May 2008
Among chairpersons in government enterprises, 33 % were women 
while 67 % were men. Among other board members in enterprises 
fully owned by government, the sex distribution was 49 percent 
women and 51 percent men. 
Source: Ministry of Enterprise, Employment and Communications, Press release 8 May 
2008

Ordinary members1 of regional governmental authorities 
lay boards in 2006
Number and sex distribution (%)

Authority	 Number	 Sex distribution
	 Women	 Men	 Women	 Men

County labour board	 91	 91	 50	 50
Police authorities	 124	 121	 51	 49
Total	 212	 214	 50	 50

1  Excluding staff representatives.
Source: Budget Proposition for 2008 (prop. 2007/08:1)
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Positions of trust in municipalities, by organisation 2007
Percentage distribution, sex distribution (%) and number

Organ	 Percentage	 Sex 
	 distribution		 distribution
	 Women	 Men	 W	 M

Municipal council	 33	 33	 42	 58
Municipal executive committee	 10	 12	 39	 61
Boards	 46	 43	 44	 56
District committees	 3	 2	 46	 54
Other	 11	 13	 38	 62

Total, 	 percent	 100	 100	 42	 58
	 number	 26 600	 36 730

Positions of trust in county councils, by organisation  
2007
Percentage distribution, sex distribution (%) and number

Organ	 Percentage	 Sex 
	 distribution		 distribution	
	 Women	 Men	 W	 M

County council	 52	 53	 48	 52
County council executive committee	 8	 8	 47	 53
Boards	 39	 35	 51	 49
Other	 1	 4	 27	 74

Total, 	 percent	 100	 100	 48	 52
	 number	 3 390	 3 610

Source: Survey on Positions of trust in Municipalities and County councils, Statistics 
Sweden

Source: Survey on Positions of trust in Municipalities and County councils, Statistics 
Sweden
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Positions of trust in municipalities, by board 2007
Percentage distribution, sex distribution (%) and number

Board	 Percentage	 Sex
	 distribution	 distribution
	 Women	 Men	 W	 M

Health/care/social services	 31	 18	 58	 42
Children/young persons/education	 24	 19	 50	 50
Culture/leisure/tourism	 13	 12	 45	 55
Engineering/environment/
traffic/real estate	 21	 40	 29	 71
Other		  10	 11	 42	 58

Total, 	 percent	 100	 100	 44	 56
	 number	 12 310	 15 780	 12 310	 15 780

Positions of trust in county councils, by board 2007
Percentage distribution, sex distribution (%) and number

Board	 Percentage	 Sex
	 distribution		 distribution
	 Women	 Men	 W	 M

Health/care/social services	 68	 58	 55	 45
Children/young persons/education	 7	 8	 45	 55
Culture/leisure/tourism	 5	 4	 53	 47
Engineering/environment/
traffic/real estate	 4	 8	 32	 68
Other		  17	 22	 45	 55

Total, 	 percent	 100	 100	 51	 49
	 number	 1 310	 1 270	 1 310	 1 270

Source: Survey on Positions of trust in Municipalities and County councils,  
Statistics Sweden

Source: Survey on Positions of trust in Municipalities and County councils,  
Statistics Sweden
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TRADE UNION COMMITTEES	 Percentage	 Sex
IN COUNTY COUNCILS	 distribution	 distribution
Position	 Women	 Men	 W	 M

Health/care/social services	 68	 58	 55	 45
Children/young persons/education	 7	 8	 45	 55
Culture/leisure/tourism	 5	 4	 53	 47
Engineering/environment/	 4	 8	 32	 68
traffic/real estate
Other		  17	 22	 45	 55
Total, 	 percent	 100	 100	 51	 49
	 number	 1 310	 1 270

Positions of trust, by position 2007
Percentage distribution, sex distribution (%) and number

MUNICIPALITIES	 Percentage	 Sex
Position	 distribution	 distribution
	 Women	 Men	 W	 M

Chairperson	 3	 6	 31	 69
Deputy chairperson	 6	 7	 38	 62
Members	 47	 46	 42	 58
Replacement member	 44	 42	 43	 57
Total, 	 percent	 100	 100	 42	 58
	 number	 26 600	 36 730

Source: Survey on Positions of trust in Municipalities and County councils, Statistics Sweden

COUNTY COUNCIL	 Percentage	 Sex
Position	 distribution	 distribution
	 Women	 Men	 W	 M

Chairperson	 3	 4	 41	 59
Deputy chairperson	 4	 5	 46	 54
Members	 45	 47	 48	 52
Replacement member	 48	 45	 50	 50
Total, 	 percent	 100	 100	 48	 52
	 number	 3 390	 3 610



Statistics Sweden 105Women and Men in Sweden

Elected officials and members of trade unions  
1973, 1985 and 2007
Sex distribution (%)

Organisation	 1973	 1985	 2007

	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M

LO
Congress	 5	 95	 14	 86	 45	 55
Excecutive Committee	 –	 100	 –	 100	 27	 73
Chairperson	 –	 100	 –	 100	 13	 87
Members	 32	 68	 43	 57	 46	 54

TCO
Congress	 15	 85	 36	 64	 48	 52
Excecutive Committee	 20	 80	 20	 80	 64	 36
Chairperson	 9	 91	 11	 89	 53	 47
Members 3 	 47	 53	 57	 43	 62	 38

SACO
Congress	 9	 91	 29	 71	 41	 59
Excecutive Committee	 7	 93	 12	 88	 56	 44
Chairperson	 8	 92	 152	 852	 46	 54
Members	 ..1	 ..1	 38	 62	 52	 48
1 Sex distribution not available.   2 Refers to 1983.  3 Including insurance company union from 2003.
Source: Each organisation

Distribution of the sexes in leadership of the 50 largest 
enterprises, 2008
	 Number of	 Sex
	 board members	 distribution

			   W	 M	 W	 M

Board	  	 88	 326	 21	 79
of which
	 Chairperson	 2	 48	 4	 96
	 Management	 93	 441	 17	 83
	 of which	
	 Managing Directors	 1	 49	 2	 98
Two of the 50 largest enterprises are government-owned 
Source: Veckans Affärer
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Managers by sector 2006
Number and sex distribution (%)

Sector	 Number	 Sex distribution
		  W	 M	 W	 M
Private sector	 38 500	 128 400	 23	 77
Public sector	 20 500	 14 900	 58	 42
	 Government	 1 800	 3 200	 36	 64
	 Municipalities	 17 300	 10 500	 62	 38
	 County councils	 1 500	 1 300	 54	 46
Total	 59 100	 143 300	 29	 71

Managers and total employees in private and public 
sector 2006
Sex distribution (%)

Source: Wage and salary structures, National Mediation Office

Source: Wage and salary structures, National Mediation Office

20 40 60 80 100100 80 60 40 20 0
Percent Percent

Women Men
Private sector

Public
sector Managers

All employees

Managers

All employees

Manager is here defined as:

Person with administrative management work as well as policy work in both 
the private and public sectors.

The work involves inter alia making decisions, planning, steering and co-
ordinating.

(Swedish Standard Classiification of Occupations, SSYK)
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Enterprises listed on the stock exchange in 2008
Board members
The number of positions for board members in enterprises listed on 
the stock exchange that were elected at annual general meetings 
was 1 877. The distribution of sexes among these positions was 18 
percent women and 82 percent men.
Confederation of Swedish Enterprise, which represents some 54 000 small, medium 
and large enterprises.

Managing directors
There are 7 women with permanent positions as managing director 
and 9 women are chairpersons in 294 enterprises listed on the stock 
exchange. 
Source: SIS Ägarservice AB

Chairperson and managing director in listed 		
companies 2006–2007
Number and sex distribution (%)

	 Number	 Sex distribution
	 W	 M	 W	 M

Chairperson	 2	 289	 1	 99
Managing Director	 5	 289	 2	 98
Total	 7	 578	 1	 99

Source: Fristed & Sundquist: Directors and Auditors in Sweden’s Listed Companies. SIS 
Ägarservice AB	 	 	 	 	 	

Swedish industry: Board and annual general meeting 
2006–2009   Sex distribution (%)

Organization	 2006/07	 2007/08	 2008/09
	 W	 M	 W	 M	 W	 M
Board	 17	 83	 15	 85	 14	 86
Appointed for annual 	 10	 90	 12	 88	 –	 –
general meeting
Members	 21	 79	 22	 78	 –	 –
Source: Direct information from Confederation of Swedish Enterprise
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Judges 2007
Sex distribution		

Type of court	 Women	 Men

Administrative Courts of Appeal	 47	 53
Supreme Court	 45	 55
Supreme Administrative Court	 44	 56
Courts of Appeal	 43	 57
County Administrative Courts	 41	 59
District Courts	 28	 72

Source: Personnel Statistics, National Courts Administration

Women were allowed to be appointed as judges in 1947. In recent 
years, the subject area of law at universities has become more and 
more gender integrated.
		
		

Women and men in the military
Sex distribution			 

	 Women	 Men

Career officers	 5	 95
Civilian employees	 40	 60
Reserve officers	 9	 91
Employment as officer reinforcement	 15	 85
Standby	 6	 94
Reinforcement 	 1	 99
Total	 18	 82

Data refers to 2007-12-31

Source: Swedish Armed Forces Report ”Uppföljning av FM omstrukturering”
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Girls and boys with foreign*/Swedish background         
and age 2007 
Number in thousands, girls and boys aged 0-17

Source: Population Statistics, Statistics Sweden 
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Source: Total Population Register 2006, Statistics Sweden Data refers to 2006-12-31 

Girls and boys in different family types, 2006
Percentage distribution

	 6–12 years	 13-17 years	 18–21 years

	 	 	 G	 B	 G	 B	 G	 B

Girls and boys living at home with

Parents living together
	 Both original parents	 72	 72	 61	 62	 41	 48
	 Mother and stepfather	 5	 4	 7	 7	 4	 5
	 Father and stepmother	 1	 1	 1	 2	 1	 1
	 Summa	 	 78	 77	 70	 71	 46	 54

Single parents	
	 Mother		  18	 18	 24	 22	 16	 17
	 Father		  3	 4	 5	 6	 4	 6
	 Total	 	 22	 22	 29	 28	 20	 24
Other children		  0	 0	 1	 1	 0	 0
Not living at home		 –	 –	 1	 0	 33	 22
Data missing		  0	 0	 0	 0	 –	 0
Total		  100	 100	 100	 100	 100	 100

Girls and boys who moved from home, 2005
Number and number per 1000

	 Number	 Per 1000

age	 G	 B	 G	 B

16 years	 500	 320	 8	 5
17 years 	 1 020	 550	 18	 9
16–17 years	 1 530	 870	 13	 7

Source: Children and their families 2005, Demographic reports 2006:3, Statistics Sweden 
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Median age for first move from home 
Girls and boys born 1955–1982

Source: Processing of the Total Population Register 1970-2004, Statistics Sweden
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	 Overcrowded 
living conditions

Type of household	 G	 B

Swedish background	 21	 20
Foreign background	 55	 57
White collar households	 20	 17
Blue collar households	 39	 36

Girls and boys with single parents*
Single, Swedish background 	 49	 44
Single mother, blue collar households	 58	 51
Single mother, white collar households	 47	 34

Girls and boys with cohabiting parents		
Cohabiting parents, Swedish background	 15	 16
Cohabiting, Swedish background, blue collar households	 26	 23
Cohabiting, Swedish background, white collar households	 12	 13
Cohabiting, foreign background	 49	 56
Cohabiting, foreign background, blue collar households	 60	 70
Cohabiting, foreign background white collar households	 32	 31

1 A household is described as overcrowded if there is more than one person living per room (be-
droom), kitchen and living room. However, cohabiting adults share a bedroom while each child should 
have its own bedroom. Example: A 4-person household with cohabiting parents should have at least 3 
bedrooms to avoid overcrowded conditions. 
*Due to the small number of households in the single parent group it is not possible to present all  
groups. 

Source: Living Conditions Survey, Statistics Sweden

Girls and boys in overcrowded living conditions1 by type 
of household and foreign/Swedish background 2004/05 
Percent
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Upper secondary school graduates by programme 
2006/07 
Number and sex distribution (%)

Source: Swedish National Agency for Education 
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Pupils who have completed their upper secondary     
education within 3 and 4 years respectively and who 
began their first year in autumn 2003

Number and proportionl

			  Number	 %

	 		 G	 B	 G	 B

Upper secondary school total	 39 000	 37 000 	 71	 68

of which pupils with
	 Swedish background	 34 100	 32 800 	 74	 69	
	 foreign background	 4 900	 4 200 	 58	 47

Source: Swedish National Agency for Education

Graduates from upper secondary schools, by type of 
school and credits 2006/07
Percentage distribution,number and sex distribution (%)

Type of school	 G	 B	 Sex	 Average	
								      distribution	 value of grades1)

	 			 	 	 	 	 G	 B	 G	 B

Municipality	 86	 84	 51	 49	 14,7	 13,4
County council	 2	 1	 64	 36	 14,1	 12,7
Independent	 13	 15	 47	 53	 15,2	 13,4
Total, percent	 100	 100	 50	 50	 14,7	 13,4
          number	 45 000	 45 000
1  Average value of grades is the average value for the 16 best grades of the pupils final grades (G=10, 
VG=15 and MVG=20). 
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Girls who have had somatic disorders at least once a 
week during the last six months
Percent 

Source: Swedish National Institute of Public Health 
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Boys who have had somatic disorders at least once a 
week during the last six months
Percent

Source: Swedish National Institute of Public Health 
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Source: Swedish National Institute of Public Health 

Girls who have had mental disorders at least once a 
week during the last six months 
Percent
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Boys who have had mental disorders at least once a 
week during the last six months 
Percent

Source: Swedish National Institute of Public Health
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Girls and boys who feel rather stressed or very stressed 
by school work, 1997, 2000 and 2005 
Proportion of age group 

	 Age 11	 Age 13	 Age 15  

 	 	 	  G 	 B	 G	 B	  G 	 B 

1997		  11	 11	 13	 12	 49	 36 
2000		  13	 15	 30	 25	 67	 43 
2005		  11	 9	 24	 22	 68	 42

Source: Swedish National Institute of Public Health

Pupils in year 9 that have consumed alcohol, smoked, 
taken snuff or used drugs 2007 

Percent

	 Girls	 Boys

Consume alcohol**	 67	 61	
Smoking only	 26	 8	
Taking snuff only	 1	 5	
Neither smoke nor take snuff	 69	 73	
Have used narcotics at some time	 5	 6
*Percentage who consume alcohol and percentage who drink beer, alcoholic soda pop, strong cider, 
wine or spirits. 
**Refers to consumption of at least 1 glass beer, 2 centilitres wine, 2 centilitres mixed drinks or 2 
centilitres spirits at some time during the year or less often. 

Source: Swedish Council for Information on Alcohol and other Drugs

* Table on next page. This aims to give a complete picture of areas where different 
groups are vulnerable. One example is used to clarify the table. Regarding the indicator 
”offended”, the ratio between foreign born and Swedish born men is 1.3. This means 
that it is 1.3 times more common that foreign born men have felt offended during the 
last three-month period, compared to how common it is for Swedish born men to be 
offended. Daily smoking is for example more common among women with disabilities 
than among those without disabilities. The situation is the opposite for men. About half 
the information in the table is not statistically significant.
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Source: Swedish National Institute of Public Health 2007.

* Indicators for follow-up of living conditions of young 
people 2007
Ratios among shares in different groups 

Indicators	 Offended	 Sedentary	 Overweight	 Obese
	 G	 B	 G	 B	 G	 B	 G	 B

Country of birth
International/national births	0,4	 1,3	 2,8	 2,7	 0,4	 1,1	 0,1	 1,0
Socioeconomy
Working/ students	 1,1	 1,5	 1,9	 0,8	 1,4	 1,9	 1,7	 0,6
Age
Older/younger	 1,1	 1,2	 1,3	 0,5	 1,2	 1,5	 2,3	 3,5
Geographic domicile
Metropolitan areas/	 1,2	 1,3	 1,1	 1,5	 0,7	 0,8	 0,3	 0,4
rest of the country
Disabilities
With/without	 0,9	 1,5	 1,4	 1,0	 1,6	 1,3	 1,4	 1,5
disability

Indicators	 Daily	 Daily	 Excessive	 Excessive
	 smoking	 taking snuff	 alcohol use	 gambling
	 G	 B	 G	 B	 G	 B	 G	 B

Country of birth	
International/national births	1,5	 3,0	 0,7	 0,4	 0,5	 0,5	 4,0	 2,0
Socioeconomy
Working/ students	 2,9	 1,6	 1,8	 2,2	 1,4	 1,9	 3,0	 3,4
Age
Older/younger	 1,9	 1,3	 2,7	 1,9	 1,5	 1,8	 2,0	 1,7
Geographic domicile
Metropolitan areas/	 1,0	 1,3	 0,3	 0,8	 1,3	 1,5	 2,0	 1,4
rest of the country
Disabilities
With/without	 1,9	 0,6	 1,6	 1,2	 0,8	 1,2	 0,2	 1,1
disability
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Use of birth control pills, 2000-2007
Girls 15–19 years

Abortions, 2007
Girls 15–19 years

Source: Apoteket AB

Source: Abortion register, National Board of Health and Welfare
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Leisure time activities of girls and boys, 2006
Percent, ages 9–16

	 Girls	 Boys
Watching TV, video and DVD	 52	 60
Homework	 73	 65
Read books and magazines	 35	 26
Taking care of animals	 22	 10
Drama and/or dance	 12	 1

Girls and boys who have worked to earn money 2004/2005
Percentage distribution

		  13–15 years	 16–18 years

	 	 	 	 	 G	 B	 G	 B

At least once a week	 	 	 7	 9	 17	 11
At least once a month			   5	 10	 15	 15
Only a few times				    29	 29	 27	 38
Have not worked	 	 	 	 60	 52	 41	 36
Total				    100	 100	 100	 100

Source: Survey of living conditions – Children and young people, Statistics Sweden. 

Watching TV by girls and boys
Following the news	 37	 48
Learn things from the news	 57	 62
Affected negatively by watching the news	 18	 8

Internet use by girls and boys
Internet use	 91	 88
Chat sites	 69	 61
Homework	 36	 25
Playing games	 50	 68
Sending e-mail	 36	 22
Someone has been mean/has bullied one on the Internet	 20	 11
Have had contact with sex and pornography sites	 27	 47

Source: Swedish Media Council
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Girls and boys in year 9 who report they have committed 
various crimes during the last 12 months, 1995–2005
Percent

Source: National Council for Crime Prevention (2006)

Use of computers, computer and video games by girls 
and boys
Percent, ages 9–16

	 every day	 3-4 times/	 Play
		  week	 nothing
	 G	 B	 G	 B	 G	 B	 G	 B

Computer in own room	 31	 46						    
Computer games	 12	 48	 7	 31	 19	 28	 44	 20
	 Most common computer games
	 Counter-Strike	 1	 19	 	 	 	 	 	
	 The Sims	 24	 5						    
Video game in own room	 15	 49						    
Video game 	 4	 37	 1	 11	 5	 30	 65	 30
Source: Swedish Media Council
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Girls and boys who have been in a fight over the 
last 12 months, 2005-2006
Percent 

Source: Swedish National Institute of Public Health

Reported rapes against girls and boys 
Number, entire country, July–Dec 2007

Attempted rape, incl. serious rape

	 less than 15 years	 15–17 years

	 Girls	 Boys	 Girls	 Boys

Outdoors	 11	 1	 23	 0
Indoors	 15	 5	 15	 0

Actual rape incl. serious rape

	 less than 15 years	 15–17 years

	 Girls	 Boys	 Girls	 Boys

Outdoors	 76	 19	 116	 3
Indoors	 383	 60	 246	 2

Source: National Council for Crime Prevention 
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Explanatory definition to graphs on pages 33 and 34:
Mental well-being * (General Health Questionnaire) is a questionnaire instrument consis-
ting of 12 questions which measure mental reactions/strain rather than mental illness. 
The instrument is focused on interruption of ”normal” functions rather than a lifelong 
characteristic.
GHQ12 is designed to measure two main problems: inability to carry out one’s ”normal” 
functions and the occurrence of new phenomena of ”alarming” character. For each of 
the 12 questions, 0 points is given for good mental well-being or 1 point for poor mental 
well-being. The respondent can be given a maximum of 12 points and a minimum of 0 
points. We have chosen 3 as the border for mental well-being, meaning that those who 
received 0-2 points had good mental well-being and those who had 3-12 points poor 
mental well-being.
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