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1

Context of the statistics

The statistics report changes in the size and structure of the housing
stock through the measures new construction, conversion and
demolition. Building permits are to, together with started dwellings
and other economic statistics, serve as an economic activity indicator
for the construction sector
On an ongoing basis, all municipalities submit information on
building permits that are granted and that refer to the new
construction and extension of residential buildings, non-residential
buildings and building for seasonal and secondary homes. Building
permits for the conversion of three-or-more-dwelling buildings and
demolition permits for three-or-more-dwelling buildings are also
reported in the same way. Building permits are then reported in the
survey Building permits for residential and non-residential buildings.
The new construction and conversion statistics are within the
statistical field Housing construction and conversion together with the
housing stock, which reports the size and structure of the entire
holding of dwellings.
Other closely related surveys are Prices for newly produced dwellings
and Charges/rents for newly constructed dwellings, which provide a
further description of newly constructed dwellings in terms of prices
for production, charges, rents, contributions, and so on.
This document describes the structure and implementation of the
surveys that result in statistics on building permits, new construction,
conversion and demolition. Read about the quality of the statistics
under the heading Documentation on the product page
www.scb.se/BO0101 for new construction, www.scb.se/BO0102 for
conversion and demolition, and www.scb.se/BO0707 for building
permits.

2

Survey design

2.1
Target characteristics
The statistical target characteristics in the surveys are:
BO0101 New construction of residential buildings



Number of dwellings
Useful floor space

BO0102 Conversion and demolition of three-or-more-dwelling
buildings



Number of dwellings
Useful floor space
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BO0701 Building permit statistics for residential and non-residential
buildings





Number of dwellings
Number of building permits
Gross floor area
Number of buildings for seasonal and secondary use and nonresidential buildings

2.2
Frame procedure
The frame population for the building permit statistics comprises
Sweden’s 290 municipalities. The observation unit is then the
building permits granted at the municipality for the new construction
and extension of residential buildings, buildings for seasonal and
secondary homes and non-residential buildings, and conversion
(altered use) and demolition of three-or-more-dwelling buildings.
The observation unit and data source are the same. The frame is
comprehensive as the municipal building committees are the body
that processes building permit cases.
The frame for new construction and conversion statistics is then
based on the building permit statistics, and the frame population
consists of all the building permits that concern dwellings, including
dwellings located in non-residential buildings, and granted building
permits for the conversion of three-or-more-dwelling buildings that
lead to a change in the number of dwellings.
The frame population for the building permit statistics comprises
Sweden’s 290 municipalities.
The frame is comprehensive as the municipal building committees
are the body that processes building permit cases.
For the product New construction of residential buildings and
Conversion and demolition of three-or-more-dwelling buildings, the
observation unit is determined by the granted building permits at the
municipality.
The frame for new construction and conversion statistics is then
based on the building permit statistics, and the frame population
consists of all the building permits that concern dwellings, including
dwellings located in non-residential buildings, and granted building
permits for the conversion of three-or-more-dwelling buildings that
lead to a change in the number of dwellings.
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2.3

Procedures for sampling and exclusion

2.3.1

Sampling procedure

No sampling and no exclusion occurs in any of the three surveys
New construction of residential buildings, Conversion and
demolition of three-or-more-dwelling buildings and Building permit
statistics for residential and non-residential buildings.
2.4

The collection procedure

2.4.1

Data collection methods

As the body that processes building permit cases, and hence which is
initially the only source of the data, the building committees at all
municipalities submit, on an ongoing basis, granted building permits
for the new construction and extension of residential buildings,
buildings for seasonal and secondary use and non-residential
buildings, and altered use (conversion) and demolition permits for
three-or-more-dwelling buildings. This is done either by means of a
specific online questionnaire, on a form for building permits or
through copies of the municipality’s building permit forms. A
handful of municipalities send data files or printouts from their case
management programs. A reminder to submit granted building
permits for the past month is issued each month by Statistics Sweden.
Information on starts and completions in new construction and
conversion is provided on a list of current projects. The list goes back
and forth monthly between Statistics Sweden and the municipality
concerned for updating when new information becomes available.
Information on starts and completions usually corresponds to the
date of the municipality’s starting clearance and final decision.
2.4.2

Measurement

There are three different kinds of questionnaire: Building permits for
new construction and extension, building permits for altered use
(Conversion) and demolition permits largely contain the information
provided by the developer in connection with the building permit
application, including plans, for example, information on floor area,
building type.
See each questionnaire in Appendix 1–3.
All current projects that refer to dwellings are pre-printed on a list of
projects that goes back and forth between Statistics Sweden and the
municipality concerned. Here, the respondent must add the start and
completion dates.
See each list in Appendix 4.
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Information on the final observation variables and the detailed
content of the statistics is available on Statistics Sweden’s website. All
variables and value sets, and so on, are described there. The
documentation can be found at www.metadata.scb.se under each
survey.
More information on variables is also provided in the quality
declaration.
2.4.3

Follow-up of non-response

The statistics are based on a total population survey and no
calculation of non-response is performed. There is no source for
measuring the degree of completeness for building permits in the
preliminary statistics for started and completed dwellings, and this is
thus difficult to judge at the time of publishing.
Comparisons of the definitive statistics for completed dwellings
against, for instance, Statistics Sweden’s Dwellings Register and
Property Taxation Register (FTR) show that projects can sometimes
be absent or be entered in the wrong year. Around 2–3% of all
completed dwellings are from a different year than the reporting year
concerned because they were not submitted as completed until after
the time of publishing.
2.5
Processing
The ownership category is initially coded based on developer, type of
building and form of conveyance.







Tenant-owner associations, private developers that build
tenant-owned dwellings and national housing cooperatives
(e.g. HSB and Riksbyggen) are coded as cooperative owners.
Private individuals who build a one-or-two-dwelling building
with right of ownership are coded as other owners.
Private individuals who build three-or-more-dwelling
buildings with right of rental or ownership are coded as other
owners.
Public housing companies are coded based on a list of all of
such companies (approximately 320).

If the gross floor area of single-dwelling buildings is not available,
this can be calculated using a standardised approach based on the
floor area of the dwelling.
Data on starts according to the developer (Actual starts) is retrieved
from the survey “Prices for newly produced dwellings” which is
integrated into the same production system. Form of conveyance,
updated property designations, number of dwellings and floor area
data can also be retrieved from this survey.
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Data on key code areas (NYKO) and district are matched with
completed building permits for dwellings from the geography
database via property designation.
Missing dwelling compilations (number of rooms and kitchen, etc.)
are retrieved if possible from the dwellings register. The information
is thus sought via the municipality and property designation in the
register, and is then manually coded in the production system.
2.6
Review
A number of different types of controls and comparisons are
performed on different occasions during the statistics production
process in order to ensure accurate data and good quality.
2.6.1

Review during collection

Controls in the online form ensure that the most important
information is included. Data on the date of building permit decision,
property designation, and type of building regarding dwellings must
be included to enable submitting the data. This is the information that
is directly necessary to report preliminary statistics.
In the project list, some of the information submitted previously is
pre-printed, enabling the municipality to perform additional controls.
2.6.2

Review of micro data

The main review of the materials takes place when all data has been
registered in the survey database. A review program then runs logic
controls, reasonability controls and comparative controls against the
data in the survey “Prices for newly produced dwellings”, which is
integrated into the same production system.
In the production system, a control is also performed for duplicates –
for the same building permit having been registered multiple times.
Controls are performed for this by comparing individual building
permits in the same municipality with, primarily, the same filing
number/registration number.
2.6.3

Review of macro data

Before extracting tables for the definitive completion statistics for the
year, macro review of the materials is performed to some extent.
Different study domains are compared with each other, such as type
of building, form of conveyance and ownership category.
Comparisons with prior years are also made.
On an ongoing basis during the year, comparisons are also made of
the number of started dwellings by municipality, with the planned
number of dwelling starts in the municipalities according to the
Housing Market Survey of the Swedish National Board of Housing,
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Building and Planning, and the municipality is contacted in the event
of substantial discrepancies.
2.6.4

Review of accounts

Data that is to be published in the Statistical Database is reviewed in
an internal database prior to publishing.
The data is then also checked after publishing on the website.
2.7
Estimation procedure
The survey is a total population survey and no upward adjustment is
made from the sample. In the preliminary quarterly statistics,
however, an upward adjustment is made to the statistics to correct for
underestimation.
2.7.1

Principles and assumptions

In the preliminary quarterly statistics for BO0101 New construction of
residential buildings, BO0102 Conversion and demolition of three-ormore-dwelling buildings and BO0701 Building permit statistics for
residential and non-residential buildings, data may be
underestimated due to municipalities not yet having submitted data
on building permits, starts and completions at the time the statistics
are published. In the statistical news and certain tables, the submitted
data is adjusted upwards by the average size of the underestimation
for the period in the most recent years. This is so as to create some
level of comparability with previous data.
As new data is published, the old data is also revised.
2.7.2

Estimation procedure for target characteristics

An upward adjustment of the preliminary quarterly figures is done at
the time of publishing and is based on the underestimation for the
period concerned on prior occasions.
For example, calculation for Q3 (September) 2017:
Available information:
Ai = this year’s (2017) values for month i= 1,2,3… 9, which have been
submitted upon the reporting occasion for September (Q3).
B i = last year’s (2016) values for month i= 1,2,3… 9, upon the
reporting occasion for September last year.
Ci = last year’s (2016) values for month i=1,2,3… 9, which were
definitively submitted upon the current reporting occasion (2017).
Totals are calculated: A, B, C = totals for the months 1,2,3… 9.
It is now possible to calculate how much was added last year after
September (D):
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D=C–B
And the equivalent as a percentage (P):
P = (C - B) / B
Estimation of total (T) for September this year (2017) is now given by:
T = A + 1+P * A
In order to avoid over-sensitivity to a certain year, the average of the
P values is calculated for the past three years (P3), and used in the
formula T = A + P3 * A
2.7.3

Estimation procedure for accuracy

No measure of inaccuracy is prepared.
2.7.4

Disclosure control

No disclosure control of published data is performed. It has been
judged that the data published for these statistics is not sensitive.

3

Implementation

3.1
Quantitative information
The population for BO0701 “Building permit statistics for residential
and non-residential buildings” consists of granted building permits
for the new construction and extension of residential buildings,
building for seasonal and secondary use and non-residential
buildings. In total, approximately 13 300 building permits of this type
were granted in 2018, 8 500 of which refer to residential buildings
consisting of approximately 62,000 dwellings. These are the frame for
BO0101 “New construction of residential buildings”.
In 2018, construction started on approximately 53 000 dwellings and
approximately 43 000 were completed.
BO0102 “Conversion and demolition of three-or-more-dwelling
buildings”, which is based on granted building permits for
conversion and altered use of three-or-more-dwelling buildings, gave
an addition of approximately 4 200 started dwellings and
approximately 3 500 completed.
Demolition started for 540 dwellings in three-or-more-dwelling
buildings in 2018.
The statistics are based on a total population survey, and although
individual objects can be missed in the reporting, there is no
information on potential non-response.
3.2
Deviations from the survey design
There have been no deviations.
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Appendix 1. Questionnaire Building permits for new
construction and extension
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Appendix 2. Questionnaire Building permits for conversion
of three-or-more-dwelling buildings
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Appendix 3. Questionnaire Demolition permits for three-ormore-dwelling buildings
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Appendix 4. Project list New construction of residential
buildings
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