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Statistical Database

File-based PxWeb – main 
database
PxWeb SQL – foreign trade 
statistics

https://andmed.stat.ee/en/stat

• 4,700 datasets (incl 2,600 
discontinued datasets)

• 4 main statistical domains + 
multidomain statistics and 
census statistics

• Discontinued datasets are 
presented separately

https://andmed.stat.ee/en/stat
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Statistical Database
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Statistical Database

Primary source of 
data for SE 
applications
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Statistical 
Database

SE 
webpage

Dashboards

Tree of 
Truth

Foreign 
trade 

application

ChatBot

Consumer 
price index 
calculator

Purchasing 
power 

calculator

API users 
outside SE

API Connections
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2001 April 
First datasets
disseminated 

in PxWeb

2011 
October

First demo 
of .STAT

2012 April
Decision to 
look for an 
alternative 
to PxWeb

2017 
November

.STAT in 
Beta 

version

2023 March
First datasets

disseminated in 
PxWeb SQL

2023 June
.STAT 
closed 
down

Timeline
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• Community-driven
• Standard-based
• Componentised
• Open-source platform

Changed since the time SE was an active member

.STAT
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Issues regarding .STAT

Security 
issues

Performance 
issues

Timeouts 
when handling 
large datasets

Embargo Archiving
solution

Data 
visualisation
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Issues regarding .STAT API

• Since API requests could only be 
made with GET request, the
maximum allowed URL length was a 
problem in case of more complex 
requests (many value codes 
specified in the request).

• For larger API requests, timeouts 
were encountered.

Both issues had a workaround.
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Closing down .STAT

Although all the issues 
were reported, no 
solutions were found.
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Lessons Learned

• Learning curve can be 
quite steep. 

• Getting used to the new 
database takes time. 

• Users need help and 
support.
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Feedback for PxWeb

Displaying
hierarchical
dimensions

Searching a large 
number of elements 
from long code lists

Thorough 
documentation
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• In an API data request, it is not possible to specify decimal places for the 
data, only the data as it is displayed by default in the user interface can be 
received via the API. This means that if the dataset in the cube is actually of 
higher precision, it cannot be retrieved via the API.

• The notes information included in the response to an API request depends 
on the response format selected, and other formats are not equivalent to 
the PX format in terms of notes.

• It is not possible to get statistical data from API using GET request.

Feedback for PxWeb API
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Plans for the Future

• Harmonised metadata
• All datasets are described in the metasystem
• Automated dissemination procedure
• Study videos for PxWeb
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Thank you!
Kadri Naumanis
Leading Specialist
kadri.naumanis@stat.ee

STATISTICS ESTONIA
www.stat.ee
Tatari 51, 10134 Tallinn
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