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Background

• PxWeb
• What is an API (Application Program 

Interface)?
• For whom is the API?

• For our users
• And for ourself

• Pilot in 2013
• Economical quick statistics



Version 1

Thing we hadn’t expected
• Identifiers for the tables.
• Address to the tables
• Missing metadata
• ”Strange” metadata
• Many whish to be able to fetch data  via 

GET.



Version 2.0



Version 2

Get around the issues in version 1
• New identities for the tables.
• Other address to tables.
• More metadata.
• Support GET for fetching data.



Version 2 continued

• Self-descriptive
• More powerful expressions for fetching 

data. 
• Specified it using Open API (3.0.2)

• Easier for other to consume.
• Serve as base for PxWeb 2.0

• More functionality 



/navigation



/tables



/tables/{id}/metadata



/tables/{id}/data



Selection expressions 
for fetching data

Selection expression is in the form
valuecodes[variable_code]=value_expresion1, 
value_expression_2, …

Value expressions are either the value 
code or special expressions.
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Value expressions

• * - zero or many characters.
• ? - exactly one character.
• TOP(N,Offset) – First N number of 

values.
• BOTTOM(N,Offset) – Last N number of 

values.
• RANGE(X,Y) – From value with code X 

to value with code Y.
• FROM(X) - From value with code X and 

all values after.
• TO(X) From the first value to the value 

with code X.
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Demo
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