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Structural table

2V-MJ/StatFin/TS/It28 October, 2022



Basic layout

• Empty areas make it possible 
to deduct the table layout
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Monolingual tables
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Row variables only

5V-MJ/StatFin/TS/It28 October, 2022



Random order and missing values
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Value texts need not be repeated
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Row and column variables
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Value codes
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Poor metadata
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Keyword block
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Table-specific keywords are simple
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The block may also be pivoted

13V-MJ/StatFin/TS/It28 October, 2022



Variable-specific keywords
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Value-specific keywords
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Variable order may be changed if needed
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Multilingual tables
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Multilingual table with table-specific keywords
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Multilingual table with rich metadata
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Miscellaneous
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Structural files
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• The same structural format works for files as well
• there has to be a consistent field separator character: 

either semicolon, tabulator or comma

• The files can be arbitrarily large

• There are special options for rare occasions
• adding cell-specific information

• handling legacy sequential files
• fixed record lengths without variable names (mainframe era)



PxJob specialities
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• PxJob uses control files for metadata injection

• Control files are plain csv files which have the same
syntax as keyword blocks

• There are a couple of extra controls for metadata handling
• filename for file- or directory tree filtering (wildcards ?* accepted)

• replacetext for metadata changes (wildcards ?* accepted)

• setting ~ (tilde) for the new value for a keyword will remove it



Tips
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• If the Excel connection is not working
• the table can be copied via clipboard (without cell comments, though)

• the table can be saved as a csv file and then read to PxEdit

• these approaches work with other spreadsheet applications 
(e.g. LibreOffice)

• Opening a px file and saving it as a structural table helps 
when studying the format details
• see Settings|Structural table 

and File|Save to|PxJob-CSV

• It is possible to include cell-specific keywords 
and/or hierarchy information in the structural table, too


